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From the Editor 
 

As you see, LGCS Journal has a new format and a new editor, as agreed at our 5th 
September 2022 AGM. First, though, members owe a sincere debt of gratitude to long-time 
editor Allan Lupton, who has produced four attractive issues each year for many years, 
alongside being chairman. Thank you, Allan! 
 

The Journal developed from a simple typewritten newsletter as a way of keeping 
members in touch with Society activities and is still an important ‘journal of record’, to 
preserve reports of our talks and publish articles of garden city interest. However, these days 
most members get Society news by email and to avoid rising printing and postage costs the 
AGM agreed that an online journal is sensible. (For the very few members who don’t receive 
email, arrangements to deliver a paper copy can be made, and the Secretary will print hard 
copies for our archive.) In addition, as the editor is combining the task with her role as 
Secretary, editions will be issued at varying intervals, as and when there is a need.  
I ask that members offer material for publication: I will be seeking a ‘volunteer’ at each talk 
to write it up and would also appreciate any relevant contributions – from a paragraph to 
several thousand words – about Letchworth, the wider garden city movement, Arts & Crafts, 
architecture, garden city history, in fact, anything which will interest members. As an 
example, I intend to start a series of pieces by members about the interesting and significant 
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homes they live in. And please put me in touch with anyone you know who can write 
something of value.  
 
Forthcoming Events 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LGCS Council members 2022–25 
 
Hon. Life President: Dr. Mervyn Miller, 11 Silver Street, Ashwell. 
  
Chairman: Peter Bathmaker, 17 Sollershott West. 683981. Peter.bathmaker@gmail.com 
 
Secretary & Journal Editor: Philippa Parker, 34 Sollershott West. 686828. 
philippaclare@me.com 
 
Treasurer: Stephen Parker, 34 Sollershott West. 686828. stephenparker@me.com 
 
Membership Secretary: Kate Thompson, 152 Kristiansand Way, SG6 1TY. 621248. 
katethompson1834@gmail.com 
 
Council members: 
 Rosamond Allwood, Grove House, Whitehorse Street, Baldock. 07727 698456. 
Ros.allwood@north-herts.gov.uk 

  LETCHWORTH GARDEN CITY SOCIETY 2022-2023 programme of 
illustrated talks.  
 

 Monday 14 November 2022: The Society for the Protection of Ancient 
Buildings (SPAB): its activities and approach to the repair of old buildings, 
with the speaker’s case study of his own property in Saffron Walden given by 
Douglas Kent, technical and research director of the SPAB. 
 
Monday 13 February 2023: Mirror in the Bike Shed: an illustrated talk about 
M.H. Baillie Scott’s remarkable bicycle shed at HGS, with connections to LGC. 
Given by Anthony Davis, FRSA, architectural historian and London guide 
 
Monday 17 April 2023: May Morris, Egypt and Coptic Textiles. The 
contribution of Morris’s study of ancient Egyptian textiles following her visit to 
Egypt in 1897, and the connections with Arts & Crafts design. Given by 
Thomas Cooper, PhD candidate at the University of Cambridge, whose work 
focusses on Arts & Crafts textiles and May Morris. 
 
Monday 11 September (provisional) Matthew Simons will talk about 
Letchworth’s Alec Hunter, textile designer and authority on folk dance. Details 
to follow.    
 

These talks take place in the Brunt Room, Letchworth Settlement, 229 Nevells Road, 
SG6 4UB, at 7.30pm. All welcome; admission is £4 for members of LGCS or LALG, 
£5 for non-members. (You may join LGCS at the door to benefit from the members’ 
rate.)  
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Nicholas Kissen, 42 Bidwell Close. 675655. nicholaskissen@lease-advice.org. 
 
Allan Lupton, 8 South View. 685307. allan@alupton.co.uk 
 
 
For enquiries about the Society, please contact the appropriate person. Our website is: 
www.lgcs.org.uk. 
 
 
From the Treasurer 
 
As agreed at the AGM, the annual subscription is £10 per member. It would greatly help if 
members would pay this direct to the Society’s bank account: HSBC sort code 40-28-14; 
account number 61047043. As reference give your house number, surname, postcode e.g.  
34ParkerSG6 3PX. 
Payment may also be made by cheque (payable to Letchworth Garden City Society) or cash, 
delivered to 34 Sollershott West, LGC, SG6 3PX, or at a Society meeting.  
 
We are very grateful to our previous, long-serving, Treasurer, Ray Scroggins for his work for 
the Society in many ways over the years. 
 
Book Review 
 
Bessie Quinn: Survivor Spirit. From Galashiels Mills to Garden Cities–The story of an Irish 
family in Scotland 1845–1922   
 
Ursula Howard is known to LGCS members as Ebenezer’s great-granddaughter, but in this 
new book she writes about her grandmother, Bessie, who married into the Howard family and 
led a remarkable life, before dying prematurely in the post-First World War flu epidemic.  
 
Bessie’s working-class parents separately left an impoverished mid-19th century Ireland to 
settle in the Scottish Borders, raising a large family. Bessie and her siblings received an 
elementary schooling and worked in lowly occupations, but what set Bessie on the road to a 
more middle-class life was the few years she spent in the Arts & Crafts milieu of Keswick. 
Here she met (Arthur) Cecil Howard, Ebenezer’s only son, whom she married.  
 
Although the final quarter of the biography is of most interest to Letchworth readers – 
because it covers Bessie’s residence in Hampstead Garden Suburb and the Howard family’s 
links to our garden city – it contains much social history which has broader significance. 
Ursula is to be congratulated on the tenacious research (never straightforward when Irish 
forebears are involved) which has enabled her to set Bessie’s life in context. She has read 
widely to inform the background of her grandmother’s life but also allows herself a degree of 
speculation and imaginative reconstruction. The family tree is invaluable, illustrations well-
chosen, and it is gratifying to have a book with an index and proper references. Altogether, a 
very readable family history which has wider relevance for students of the garden city 
movement and shows that an account of the extended Howard family is well worth writing.   
 
Published in 2022 by The Endless Bookcase; £18.99; ISBN 978-1-914151-33-0; also 
available as an e-book. 
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Philippa Parker                 
 
Margaret Bidwell (1922–2022) 
 
At the AGM tributes were paid to founding member and stalwart friend of LGC, Margaret 
Bidwell. A talk which she gave in 2010 was read by Martin Baker and is printed here as a 
record of a long life lived in our garden city. (Unavoidably, for technical reasons, the text is 
in a different font from the rest of the journal.) The photographs below are taken from the 
order of service for Margaret’s funeral, held at All Saints’ church, Willian, on 5th July 2022.  
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